section, 1.2-1.4 3 1.0-1.1 mm, tan to light gray when counties at elevations of 1400-1700 m. Given the immature, becoming brown to blackish brown, apex a close proximity of the Gray Ranch to the Mexican low, blunt point, base truncate, dorsal keel promi-border (less than 10 km at its southernmost limit), E. nent, with 2 well-defined transverse ridges that do not rayturneri may also occur in the adjacent state of pass through the dorsal keel.
Chihuahua. The type locality, the Pitchfork Ranch, is located about 17 miles north of Interstate 10 along Distribution and habitat. Euphorbia rayturneri is Separ Road. The ranch property consists of roughly known only from southwestern New Mexico, United 12,000 acres just west of the Continental Divide. It States, where it occurs in Grant, Hidalgo, and Luna includes several miles of the Burro Cienaga, which (2007), and the 1981, but numerous visits to his collection site in the discovery of this new species brings to 28 the number summer and fall of 2009 also failed to turn up any of species now known for Euphorbia sect. Anisophyladditional specimens. At this time, the only known lum from New Mexico. location with a viable population is the type locality
The first gathering of Euphorbia rayturneri was on the Pitchfork Ranch. However, the population is determined to be E. supina Raf. (a synonym of E. highly localized, and an informal survey of approxmaculata L.), and the two taxa are likely closely imately 30 minutes' duration in September 2009 related and are similar in being pubescent, prostrate revealed only 10 to 12 plants contained in an area of 2 annuals with serrulate leaves that often have a red ca. 2500 m . Although a careful assessment would be blotch in the center. However, E. rayturneri is beneficial, we believe that, following IUCN Red List distinct from E. maculata by the possession of criteria (IUCN, 2001 ), the species is best considered undivided styles and slightly larger seeds (1.2-1.4 3 as CR, or Critically Endangered, owing to the small 1-1.2 mm vs. 1-1.2 3 0.6-0.9 mm). Entire styles are extent of occurrence, limited area of occupancy, an otherwise uncommon feature within Euphorbia reduced size of its known populations, severely sect. Anisophyllum. fragmented distribution with only three known localities, and the possibility that it has been Paratypes. U.S.A. New Mexico: Luna Co., rocky arroyo extirpated at two of these localities. rayturneri after the botanist Ray M. Turner (1927-) , author of numerous publications on the plants and
